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Mdantsane tennis club in ruins 
Sports council not 
aware of damage 
By MAMELA GOWA 

J
UST two years after receiving R450 000 
from the then Buffalo City Municipality 
(BCM) for renovations, Mdantsane's 
Zone 1 tennis club is in ruins after los­

ing its long-time coach and suffering con­
stant vandalism. 

In 2010, the tennis club benefited from a 
R450 000 injection given by the municipality 
for renovations. 

The Daily Dispatch reported at the time 
that the improvements included resurfacing 
the four courts, upgrading the changing 
rooms, fixing electrical infrastructure, 
turning one of the showers into a disability­
friendly facility, fencing the courts and 
building ramps for easier access for dis­
abled people. 

But now the club has been stripped of its 
training equipment, change-room doors, 
toilets seats, taps and two wheelchairs 
which were provided for disabled players. 

BCM yesterday pledged that funds had 
been set aside and said the courts would be 
repaired this year. 

Security guards would also be hired to 
protect the facility. 

However, the metro said the courts were 
a community facility, and urged people to 
take ownership of the facility to both pro­
tect and use it. 

Former academy manager and coach 
Sonwabo Sanga said vandalism was not the 
only factor that contributed to the death of 
the club. He mentioned lack of funds as one 
reason that led to his departure. 

Sanga, who had been with the club since 
2000, said BCM's department of sports was 
responsible for funding the running of the 
club, which includes buying equipment for 
the children. 

"Because the children come from a dis­
advantaged community, they can't afford to 
buy the necessary equipment. So when 
these were stolen, we saw a decrease in 
numbers," said Sanga. "Also 1 was not paid, 
so 1 decided to work elsewhere." 

Asive Zenani, 17, who was a member of 
the club, said she was disappointed by the 
"negligence" they had encountered from 
authorities regarding the court. 

"We have stopped playing on our own as 
we saw it as pointless. We have no coach 
and no tournaments. We really had dreams 
to play nationally one day," she said. 

Zenani was one of six players who 
represented the Eastern Cape in 2010. 

The Mdantsane Sports Council was un­
aware of the current state of the court. 

Council secretary Vuyani Gantana said: 
"We are not aware of the situation you are 
talking about, 1 will still have to fmd some­
one who is in charge in that area. 

IN RUINS: In its heyday, Mdantsane's tennis court in Zone 1 was well used by budding players but now (inset) it has been vandalised, its training equipment was stolen and its coach 
has left Picture: FILE 

"1 can't answer right now." 
But the Wheelchair Tennis South Africa's 

(WTSA) community programmes manager, 
Siyabulela Nkachela, said they were aware 
of the situation. 

"Yes, the court has been vandalised but it 
is not our responsibility to fix it - that is 
the municipality's job." 

Another Zone 1 tennis club product, Viwe 
Guzana, said: "We suspect that the court is 

vandalised by local drug users who sell the 
stuff they steal from the court." 

The 21-year-old pleaded with the commu­
nity to take charge and protect the sports 
facilities as they stopped young people from 
doing "wrong" things. 

BCM spokesman Samkelo Gqeba said the 
renovations to the court were done by the 
municipality in June 2009 with the aim of 
encouraging tennis to become a more pop-

ular sport in the township and surrounding 
areas. 

"The court was unfortunately vandalised. 
It was reported to the police," he said. 

"To curb the vandalism the metro is 
looking at strengthening security measures 
by hiring security personnel to guard the 
facility. 

"The amenities department has set aside 
funding from the urban settlements deve-

lopment grant in this financial year to re­
novate the court. 

"The department has started the process 
of procuring services of a company that will 
be doing the renovations. 

"We urge community members to take 
pride in this facility and guard it against 
vandalism because it has a pivotal role to 
play in promoting sport against crime." -
mamelag@dispatch.co.za 


